The Recruits
Written by Josh Jackson
Scene 1:
Onscreen read ‘Video uploading…’
SAMUEL sets up a webcam.
SAMUEL:
Okay, I don’t have a lot of time, so I’ll have to talk fast.
My name is Samuel Wong. These are my friends, Travis, Carrie, Lori, and Nate.
We’re being chased by these people in masks. Travis says they’re members of the Korrupt.
I don’t know what they want from us, but it can’t be anything good.
If you’re watching this, please come help us! Sooner or later, we’re going to run out of places to hide.
Scene 2:
Titles slowly fade in. Sharp exit out.
CARRIE walks down an empty street. A KORRUPT watches her from afar. She sees him, then quickly leaves.
CARRIE meets the other kids.
CARRIE: He’s still following us.
NATE: This is crazy. He’s been hunting us for three days now!
TRAVIS: Calm down. We’ve escaped him before, we’ll do it again.
SAMUEL: Shh, I hear him.
The KORRUPT slowly approaches the kids’ hideout. He looks around. No one is there. Suddenly, SAMUEL and TRAVIS attack him from behind. CARRIE, LORI, and NATE make a run for it. S and T beat up the KORRUPT, then they also run for it.
Two more KORRUPT appear. One tackles TRAVIS. SAMUEL turns around to help. The other KORRUPT blocks his way.
TRAVIS: Samuel, go!
SAMUEL nervously pauses. He sees the KORRUPT aiming a gun at TRAVIS.
He turns around and runs. A laser shot is heard.
A KORRUPT chases CARRIE, LORI, and NATE. LORI creates a lightning bolt and aims it at the KORRUPT. He dodges the first strike, but is hit by the second. He quickly recovers.
NATE disappears. He suddenly reappears in front of the KORRUPT and socks him in the face.
The KORRUPT is angry. He strikes NATE. NATE falls to the ground, injured. While LORI takes over the battle, CARRIE heals NATE. She then sneaks behind the KORRUPT and drains his life. The three of them escape.
CUT TO SAMUEL. He sees REG (pronounced redge), but thinks he’s a KORRUPT. SAMUEL takes out his sword.
REG: Whoa, hold up!
SAMUEL: Who are you?
REG: (slowly approaches) My name is Reg. I’m from the Ultrakids, a recruiter. You’re Samuel?
SAMUEL: How did you –
REG: I saw the video you posted online a couple days ago. Been looking for you guys ever since.
SAMUEL: You said you were from the Ultrakids?
REG: (nods) Where are your friends?
CUT BACK TO CARRIE, LORI, and NATE. A KORRUPT sneaks up behind them, then shoots LORI and NATE in the back with a stun gun. CARRIE gasps. She tries to heal them, but more KORRUPT come. They chase her away.
CARRIE meets SAMUEL and REG.
SAMUEL: Where’s Nate and Lori?
CARRIE: They were taken by the Korrupt, we have to get them!
REG: Which way did they go?
CARRIE: I’m...I’m not sure. They chased me away and we got separated.
REG groans.
REG: We’ll organize a rescue mission as soon as possible, but right now we need to get you two to the headquarters.
CARRIE: Headquarters?
REG: (turns to her) Of the Ultrakids.
Scene 3:
REG sits on a couch, hands folded. He looks very disappointed. OBIE and SILAS approach him.
REG: Three out of five missing. One presumably dead.
SILAS: It ain’t your fault, Reg.
REG: I could’ve been there earlier.
OBIE: The Korrupt are getting more aggressive. They know a battle is near.
REG: Which is why we can’t let them grow any bigger.
SILAS: I guess you’re up for the rescue mission then.
REG, OBIE, and SILAS enter the Ultrakids’ meeting room. SAMUEL and CARRIE sit in the front. Members wait as OBIE takes the podium.
OBIE: Good morning, Ultrakids. Hope you guys had a restful day yesterday. I have two announcements. First, we have two visitors with us, Samuel and Carrie.
Everyone claps.
SILAS: They’ll be training with us today. Second, we will need some volunteers for a rescue mission into the Korrupt headquarters. Reg will be leading the operation.
Several hands go up. SAMUEL raises his hand. OBIE sees it.
OBIE: (steps off stage) Sorry Samuel, since you’re visiting, we can’t let you go on a mission yet. Safety rules.
SAMUEL: But I want to help save my friends.
OBIE: (briskly) I’m sorry. Rules are the rules. (leaves)
SAMUEL is sad again. CARRIE notices.
CUT TO dark room. A HOODED FIGURE sits in the shadows. A KORRUPT approaches him.
KORRUPT: Sir, Samuel and Carrie are inside the Ultrakids HQ. Just as you planned.
HOODED FIGURE: Excellent...now bring me our newest member. He will be most useful in this operation.
Scene 4:
ISAAC, ETHAN, and MARCUS go spy on a KORRUPT agent. They sneak up behind him and take him down, pressing a gun to his back.
MARCUS: Tell us where the prisoners are!
KORRUPT: (chicken) Okay, okay!
CUT TO NATE and LORI. They are sitting in jail with their hands tied behind their back. 
NATE: We gotta get out of here! Lori, can you use lightning to break the chains?
LORI: Sorry Nate, my hands are tied up.
NATE: Aw rats.
As they try to free themselves, they hear footsteps. It’s TRAVIS. 
NATE: Travis! Thank God you’re here!
LORI: Help us with these chains!
TRAVIS puts his finger to his lips. He bends down in front of NATE and LORI.
TRAVIS: There are too many guards here. We won’t make it out alive.
NATE: So what do we do?
TRAVIS: Stay here. Don’t move. And trust me.
LORI: What do you mean?
TRAVIS: (pause) Sometimes, you have to lose in order to win.
CUT TO SAMUEL and CARRIE. They walk into a room. A sign on the door says ‘Training Area.’
MARISSA is teaching a group of girls. SAMUEL awkwardly joins the class.
MARISSA: Okay guys, today we’re going to learn more self-defense. I need a volunteer.
MARISSA scans the room.
MARISSA: How about...you? (points to SAMUEL)
SAMUEL: (more awkward) Me??
MARISSA: Thank you Samuel. 
SAMUEL stands next to MARISSA. 
MARISSA: Now I need a sparring partner for Samuel.
PAE raises her hand. She stands across from SAMUEL. SAMUEL clears his throat.
SAMUEL: I’ll try to not go too hard on you.
PAE doesn’t say anything. 
MARISSA: Go!
PAE instantly attacks. She beats SAMUEL up. After the fight, SAMUEL moans, rolling on the ground. CARRIE looks sadly at her friend.
MARISSA: Excellent fight. 
PAE: (helps SAMUEL up) Good try. 
SAMUEL falls back down. 
MARISSA: Who wants to spar Samuel next?
CUT TO NOLAN, MIKE, ARIA, CHARLENE, and REG. REG dials his phone. 
NOLAN: Who are you calling?
REG: Kayla, back at the headquarters. (waits) Hey Kayla, any Korrupt activity in the area?
CUT TO KAYLA back at the headquarters.
KAYLA: Nope, everything looks good. 
REG (V.O.): Alright, keep me updated.
NOLAN, MIKE, ARIA, CHARLENE, and REG attack a group of KORRUPT, guarding their base entrance. They take them down mercilessly.
They enter the base. They see NATE and LORI, chained and gagged.
MIKE: There they are!
They unchain NATE and LORI, then ungag them.
NATE: Guys, it’s a trap!
A bunch of KORRUPT appear in the doorway, blocking their exit. REG steps forward. The battle begins.
Scene 5:
SAMUEL and CARRIE are sitting at a table quietly.
CARRIE: (to SAMUEL) Are you okay?
SAMUEL: Still sore.
CARRIE: Sorry...
SAMUEL: Not your fault. (sighs) I don’t belong here. I should be out there rescuing Nate and Lori. 
CARRIE: I know how you feel. But Obie is right; we’ll be safe if we stay here.
A soft wind is heard. Footsteps. CARRIE looks around.
CARRIE: Do you hear that?
SAMUEL: Hear what?
The door opens. TRAVIS enters the room.
TRAVIS: There you guys are.
SAMUEL and CARRIE immediately get up. They are shocked, not excited.
SAMUEL: Travis…I thought you were dead.
CARRIE: What are you doing here?
TRAVIS: I managed to escape the Korrupt. C’mon, we need to go now.
SAMUEL: To where?
TRAVIS: To save Nate and Lori, of course. They’re waiting for us.
CARRIE: But Obie told us to stay here.
TRAVIS: I just talked to him. He says you can go with me.
SAMUEL and CARRIE glance at each other. 
TRAVIS: Do you want to rescue your friends or not? 
CARRIE: (deceptively) Fine, we’ll go with you. (gets up, stands next to TRAVIS)
SAMUEL: What?
TRAVIS: Thank you Carrie. I don’t know what’s wrong with you, Samuel.
CARRIE reaches into TRAVIS’S pocket. She pulls out a mask. The mask of the KORRUPT. Freeze. CARRIE backs away from TRAVIS.
SAMUEL: (accusingly) You’re a member of the Korrupt.
CUT TO REG, NOLAN, MIKE, NATE, and LORI, duking it out with the KORRUPT. While the kids battle, REG approaches YIN, the leader of the army. They battle. REG wins.
REG sees a HOODED FIGURE. They battle. REG is losing. NOLAN turns around and throws a energy sphere at the HOODED FIGURE. The HOODED FIGURE falls.
CUT BACK TO SAMUEL and CARRIE. They face TRAVIS, ready to fight.
SAMUEL: Why would you betray us?
TRAVIS: It’s not a betrayal. I’m just trying to protect us.
CARRIE: So you joined the Korrupt?

TRAVIS: If you can’t beat them, join them.
SAMUEL: In other words, you’re giving up. I once looked up to you, you know that?
TRAVIS: Don’t think that way. There’s a battle going on that’s bigger than any of us. I’d suggest choosing the winning side.
SAMUEL: I rather die than join the Korrupt.
TRAVIS: Then we’re no longer friends.
SAMUEL: I wonder if we ever were.
Both of them draw a gun at the same time, pointing it at each other. 
CARRIE: (scared) Guys, let’s just put the guns down.
TRAVIS: Put your gun down, Samuel. Think about what you’re doing.
SAMUEL: Should’ve said that to you a long time ago.
Out of nowhere, SILAS and OBIE come in and take down TRAVIS. SAMUEL lowers his gun.
OBIE: Silas, take him out of here.
SILAS: Got you, brother.
CARRIE: Good thing you guys came in time.
OBIE: Actually we were just in the room next door .
Scene 6:
ARIA meets MARISSA and KAYLA.
ARIA: Did you hear about the kid that snuck into our headquarters yesterday?
MARISSA: I heard. How did he get in?
KAYLA: I was doing guard duty...Obie told me that he was a could turn invisible.
ARIA: So he could’ve entered any time.
MARISSA: Well I’m glad that he’s in jail now. 
CUT TO OBIE, REG, and SILAS are chilling. LASERBOY walks into the room. 
SILAS: Yo man, talk about a breath of fresh air!
OBIE and LASERBOY give each a high-five.
LASERBOY: Sorry I didn’t call. (looks at REG) ‘Sup Reg. 
REG: (waves hand) Long time no see.
OBIE: What are you doing here?
LASERBOY: I actually need to talk to some of your new members.
OBIE: You heard about what happened?
SILAS: It was crazy, man. A Korrupt agent just came in and nearly recruited them.
LASERBOY: Their names are Samuel and Carrie?
CUT TO SAMUEL and CARRIE, hanging out. CHARLENE comes up to them.
CHARLENE: I don’t think we’ve met. I’m Charlene.
They nod.
CHARLENE: I heard you were friends with that Korrupt spy.
CHARLENE pauses.
CHARLENE: My brother is a Korrupt agent, so I can relate.
CARRIE: Do you ever talk to each other?
CHARLENE: A little.
SAMUEL: Has he ever asked you to join the Korrupt?
CHARLENE: Everyone gets asked. Even senior members. They’re building an army, you know.
LASERBOY: So are we.
Everyone turns around. LASERBOY and REG enter the room.
LASERBOY: I’m Laserboy, leader of the Ultrakids. 
CARRIE: I’ve never seen you here before.
LASERBOY: The Ultrakids is more than just what you see here. We are a worldwide organization, training young heroes in the path of righteousness.
REG: A war’s coming. Everyone will be choosing a side. Some will be recruited by the Korrupt, others like you will stand against them and fight.
LASERBOY: So here’s our question to you: would you like to join the Ultrakids?
THE END.
